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advanced bravely across the open to the attack,
but were held up at about six hundred yards. They
were only about three hundred all told, and the
Turkish fire was very accurate and deadly. Our
two armoured cars were right up in the firing-line,
where every tyre was shot away; but though they
drew a great deal of Turkish fire, it was not enough.
One dashing cavalry charge by the Bedouin would
probably have turned the scale, but they only
clustered in a hollow well under cover and did
nothing.
Looking away towards Aneiza I suddenly saw a
train like a small black caterpillar crawling along the
line. I pointed it out to Zeid, and we watched it
for some time.
cc It cannot do any harm," he said. " Nuri
ordered the detachment which crossed the line last
night to send out a demolition party to blow up a
few rails three miles away.35
For more than two hours the attack went on.
The train seemed to be getting alarmingly close. It
struck me that perhaps Nuri could not see it, so we
sent a horseman off to tell him that it was coming,
and a little later we saw the armoured cars bump
off on their rims to meet it. I thought rather bitterly
of my plan of a simultaneous attack north of
Aneiza, which would probably have delayed, if it
had not altogether stopped the Turks from trying to
reinforce. It turned out afterwards that by some
mistake no rails had been blown up at all, and the
train came steadily on to within half a mile of the
station. The engine was in rear of the trucks, and
when the armoured cars appeared, it uncoupled
itself and backed away again towards Aneiza.
Some of our guns shelled the trucks which were left